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Dr. John Klironomos 
 
Personal Statement: 
 
I am honoured to have the opportunity to stand for re-election to the Board of Governors. The 
UBC has entered a new era of academic leadership and it will be as important as ever for strong 
governance and collegial relations among the diverse parts of the University community. As a 
faculty representative, my aim is to work collaboratively with others on the Board, to promote 
the Okanagan campus, and to help foster and support the mission and the goals of the 
University. I will defend the university as a democratic public institution and as an important 
place for learning how to think critically. I am committed to helping further strengthen the 
university, with a focus on its students and faculty, and the resources that they need; and to 
champion for what’s most important, a supportive environment and high standard for teaching, 
research, and higher learning. My relevant experience includes being a faculty member for the 
past 23 years (at the U Guelph, and UBC), and having served on numerous committees at the 
departmental, Faculty, and university levels. I am completing my first term on the Board of 
Governors and seeking re-election for a second term. Recently I also served as associate dean 
for the Barber School of Arts and Sciences, and I am currently serving as Advisor to the Dean 
(for the upcoming transition to two separate Faculties), and also as Senior Faculty Advisor to 
the President.  
 
Academic Degrees: 
 
1994   Ph.D. Biology, University of Waterloo 
1990   B.Sc. Biology, Concordia University 
 
Current Occupation: 
 
 Professor, Department of Biology, IK Barber School of Arts and Sciences, 

UBC Okanagan campus 
 
Current and Past Offices Held: 
 
Positions: 
2009-   Professor of Biology, UBC Okanagan 
2019- Senior Faculty Advisor to the President, UBC 
2019- Faculty Advisor to the Dean (Faculty Transition) IKBSAS, UBC Okanagan 
2019-2019 Associate Dean of Research, IKBSAS, UBC Okanagan 
2017-2020  Member, Board of Governors, UBC 
2013-2015  Associate Dean of Research, IKBSAS, UBC Okanagan 
2012-2013  Director, Institute for SARAHS, UBC Okanagan 
2008-2010  Humboldt Research Fellow, Free University Berlin, Germany 



2007-2009  Research Coordinator, Arboretum, University of Guelph 
2006-2009  Professor, University of Guelph 
2005-2006  Visiting Professor, Université Paul Sabatier, France 
2003-2009  Canada Research Chair, University of Guelph 
2003-2004  Bullard Research Fellow, Harvard University 
2001-2006  Associate Professor, University of Guelph 
1996-2001  Assistant Professor, University of Guelph 
1994-1996  Assistant Research Professor, San Diego State University 
 
University Service: 
 
2019- Senior Faculty Advisor to the President, UBC 
2019- Advisor to the Dean, IKBSAS, UBC Okanagan 
2019-2019 Associate Dean of Research, Graduate and Post-doctoral Studies, IKBSAS, UBC 

Okanagan 
2017- Member, Board of Governors, UBC 
2018- Chair, Endowment Responsible Investment Policy Committee, Board of 

Governors, UBC 
2017- Chair/Co-Chair, Learning and Research Committee, Board of Governors, UBC 
2019- Associate Member, Academic Renewal Working Group, Board of Governors, 

UBC 
2017- Member, Executive Committee, Board of Governors, UBC 
2017- Member, Finance Committee, Board of Governors, UBC 
2017- Member, Governance Committee, Board of Governors, UBC 
2017- Member, People, Community & International Committee, Board of Governors, 

UBC 
2017- Member, Property Committee, Board of Governors, UBC 
2017- Member, Financial Strategy Working Group, Board of Governors, UBC 
2017-18 Associate Head, Research and Strategic Planning, Department of Biology, UBC 

Okanagan 
2017-19 Member, Standing Committee on Promotion and Tenure, Faculty of 

Management, UBC Okanagan 
2016- Member, Dean’s Advisory Committee on Promotion and Tenure, Faculty of 

Health and Social Development, UBC Okanagan 
2016- Member, Standing Committee on Promotion and Tenure, Department of 

Biology, UBC Okanagan  
2013-2015  Associate Dean of Research, Arts and Science, UBC Okanagan 
2013-2015 Member, Animal Users Committee, UBC Okanagan 
2014-2015 Member, Water Advisory Committee, UBC Okanagan 
2014-2015 Member, President’s Academic Advisory Committee, UBC 
2014-2015 Co-organizer, Undergrad Research Conference, UBC Okanagan 
2013-2015 Mcee, Nobel Night, UBC Okanagan 
2015 Member, Graduate Studies Council, UBC Okanagan 
2014 Member, Policy 13 Review Committee, UBC Okanagan 



2013-2014 Chair, Search Committee for Head of Unit 5 (Computer Science, Mathematics, 
Physics and Statistics), UBC Okanagan 

2013-2014 Member, Policy 47 Review Committee, UBC Okanagan 
2013-2014 Member, Search Committee for VP Research, UBC Okanagan 
2013-2014 Member, Aspire Faculty Champions Committee, UBC Okanagan 
2013 Member, Policy 88, Executive Committee on Research, UBC 
2012-2013 Acting-Director, Institute for SARAHS, UBC Okanagan  
2012-2013 Member, Dean’s Advisory Committee on Promotion and Tenure, I.K. Barber 

School of Arts and Sciences, UBC  
2011 Member, Merit and PSA Review Committee, Biology 
2011 Member, Committee for the Review of Biology Curricula of Universities in 

Greece 
2010 Member, Biology Workload Equity Committee 
2010 Member, UBC Animal Care Committee 
2009-2012 Chair, Biology Curriculum Review Committee 
2009-2011 Chair, Biology Graduate Program Committee 
2009-2011 Biology Graduate Coordinator 
2007-2009  Research Coordinator, University of Guelph Arboretum 
2007-2009  Chair, Arboretum Research Associates Committee 
2007-2009  Chair, Department Graduate Program Development Committee 
2007-2008  Member, College Tenure and Promotion Committee 
2007-2009  Member, Guelph Institute for the Environment 
2005-2008  Member, Department Chair’s Advisory Council 
2005-2008  Member, College Core Curriculum Development Committee 
2005-2007 Organizer, EcoLunch Discussion Group 
2005-2006 Member, Department Graduate Program Committee 
2005 Member, Department Tenure and Promotion Committee 
2004-2005 Member, Biocomplexity Faculty Search Committee 
2004  Member, Department Chair Search Committee 
2003 Member, Microbial Ecologist Faculty Search Committee 
2001-2003 Chair, Growth Facilities Development Committee 
2002. 2001-2002 Member, Plant Ecologist Faculty Search Committee  
2003. 2001-2003 Member, B.Sc. (Environmental Science) Program Committee 
1999-2004  Member, Plant Biology Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
1999-2004 Academic Advisor, B.Sc. Ecology Major 
1999-2000 Member, College Awards Committee 
1997-2000 Member, Growth Facilities Development Committee 
1997-2000 Chair, Department Awards Committee 
 
 
Awards: 
 
2014 Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, Life Sciences Division, Academy of Science 
2013 Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 



2013 Lifetime Professional Achievement Award, International Soil Ecology Society 
2007 Humboldt Research Award, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Germany 
2006   E.W.R. Steacie Research Fellowship, NSERC, Canada 
2003  Charles Bullard Fellowship, Harvard University, U.S.A. 
2003  Canada Research Chair, Tier II, Canada 
2001  President’s Distinguished Professor Award, University of Guelph 
2000  Premier’s Research Excellence Award, Ontario 
 
 
Current Professional or Business Interests: 
 
Teaching and research programs in environmental biology and ecology. 
 
List of Publications: 
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